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1-9. To keep his father's words Nachiketas goes
to the Palace of Death* where for 3 nights he remains
unfed* To atone for His inhospitality Death offers
the boy three boons.

Santa smkaJpah sumana yatha syad,
vita manyttr Gautama ma bhi mrtyo;
Tvat prasrstam ma bhivadet pratita,
etat trayanam prathamam varam vrne.
(10) Nachiketas said, "O Death! as the first of the
three boons, I choose that Gautma, my father, be pacified,
be kind and free from anger towards me, and that he may
know me and greet me, when I am sent away by thee."
Though Lord Death has given the boy only
three boons, he encashes the very first one in favour
of his father. In the character and temperament of
the boy this action indeed clearly throws a lot of glo-
rious light. Though he is now in the higher Realms
of Death he is first and foremost a dutiful son, and
so, the very first boon is utilised in bringing peace
and joy into the heart of his father. Nachiketas wants
his father to enjoy comfortable nigjits without regrets
for having sent his son to the Abode of Death.
A loving consideration for the feelings of one's
own parents and guardians is the beginning of an
individual's expansion, which ends only when his
mind can give an equal place for even the inanimate
objects of the world !